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Table A1
Textual news factors and their definitions applied in this study. Definitions are adapted from the source mentioned in the last column.

	News factor
	Definition
	Source

	Surprise
	Stories featuring unexpected, unusual, or surprising elements that contrast with common beliefs 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Controversy
	Stories involving disputes, disagreements, or conflicts, particularly when differing parties maintain opposing views 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2017

	Economic relevance
	Importance of an event concerning economic impact 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011

	Political relevance
	Importance of an event concerning politics or legislation 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011

	Societal relevance
	Importance of an event for society, particularly regarding its effects or consequences on the public 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011

	Scientific relevance
	Importance of an event for scientific progress 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011

	Audio-visual material
	Availability of images, figures or graphics 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Personalization
	Reference to persons (citizens), providing a personal or 'human' aspect to an event or issue, including eyewitness reports 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Range  
	Number of people involved or affected by the event 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Magnitude / Superlativeness 
	The scope or scale of the event or issue itself, regardless of how many people are impacted
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Eliteness (person)
	Stories concerning powerful individuals, typically associated with high status due to their role or authority
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Eliteness (region)
	Stories concerning powerful individuals, regions 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Eliteness (organization/institution)
	Stories concerning powerful organizations or institutions 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Harcup & O’Neill, 2001; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Eliteness (journal)
	Stories concerning powerful scientific journals
	Vonk et al., 2024

	Actuality 
	The timeliness of an event, indicating its recency, ongoing nature, upcoming occurrence, or seasonal relevance 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Novelty
	The new and/or unexpected aspects of an event or issue 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Celebrity
	Stories concerning people who are already famous, primarily for their public persona or media presence, regardless of their actual power or influence
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Entertainment
	Stories designed to amuse or engage the audience, often involving elements like sex, show business, human interest, animals, unfolding drama, humor, or opportunities for entertaining visuals and headlines 
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Negativity
	Stories with negative overtones, such as conflict, tragedy, or problems, emphasizing adverse aspects of an event or issue 
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2001; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Positivity
	Stories with positive overtones, such as rescues, cures, or successes, highlighting beneficial aspects of an event or issue 
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Follow-up
	Stories that provide updates or additional information on subjects already in the news, continuing the coverage of ongoing events or issues 
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2001

	Emotional appeal
	Content containing words and phrases intended to elicit specific emotions, such as anger, sadness, hope, or fear
	Nowak-Teter & Łódzki, 2024; Brown et al., 2020

	Humor or satire
	Stories that include humor and satire
	Nowak-Teter & Łódzki, 2024

	Practical utility
	The text provides information that is useful for individuals, offering practical tips, tools, or actions that can be immediately implemented in everyday life
	García-Perdomo et al., 2018

	Drama
	Stories involving unfolding events with heightened tension or conflict, such as escapes, accidents, searches, sieges, rescues, battles, or court cases 
	Harcup & O’Neill, 2017

	Proximity
	The geographical or cultural nearness of an event or issue 
	Badenschier & Wormer, 2011; Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Consonance
	The alignment of a story with socially shared norms, values, attitudes, or stereotypes 
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016


Note. The definitions in this table are adapted from the sources indicated in the “Source” column.


Table A2
Visual news factors and their definitions applied in this study. Definitions are taken from the source mentioned in the last column.

	News factor
	Definition
	Source

	Type of graphical material
	The type of visual content, categorized by its nature and purpose (e.g. scientific infographics, portraits, impact depictions or illustrations)
	Created by author

	Negativity 
	Showing the negative aspects of an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Positivity
	Showing the positive aspects of an event or issue
	Caple et al., 2020

	Timeliness 
	Showing the relevance of an event or issue in terms of time: recent, ongoing, about to happen or seasonal
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Proximity 
	Showing the geographical or cultural nearness of an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Superlativeness 
	Showing the large scope or scale of an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Eliteness 
	Showing the high status of individuals, organisations or nations involved in  an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Impact 
	Showing the high significance of an event or issue 
in terms of its effects/ consequences
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Novelty 
	Showing the new and/or unexpected aspects  of an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Personalization
	Showing the personal or ‘human’ face of an event or issue, including eyewitness reports
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Consonance 
	Showing the stereotypical aspects of an event  or issue; adherence  to expectations
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016

	Aesthetic appeal
	Showing the aesthetically pleasing aspects of an event or issue
	Caple & Bednarek, 2016


Note. The definitions in this table are reproduced verbatim from the sources indicated in the “Source” column.
