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Education, facilitation and inclusion - The tunisian
experience

Adel Zouaoui

Introduction

Being aware of the fact that science is a deciietor for development and individual well beingdam
citizen’s right, no less important than all his ethights, Tunisia’s new-Era initiated its Scieriigy on

10 April, 1992. The purpose of such an institutisrto disseminate science throughout the whole of
Tunisia for the different categories of citizensdao help, in the context of dovetailing with the
educational sector, youngsters get, from theiiesdryears, interested in science and its use.

A supporter of a hew science education

As a supporter of a new science education, thesThcience City offers school children a new andequi
original approach to learn about science, diffednhat of schools. It consists in helping them tgste

for science through fun and play by putting attliiéposal a wide array of hands-on exhibitions and
shows. If science at school tends to be theoretwthin the Tunis Science City it is rather praati
palpable and easily accessible. It is worth nothrag even though the Tunis Science City’s appraach
quite different from that of school, its activityggramme and scientific content go hand in hant tie
primary and secondary school curriculum. All yeaund and especially during school holidays,
scientific activities programmes are carefully @megal for schoolchildren including biology, geology,
mathematics, physics, astronomy, computer and mediia workshops, exposés, showings of scientific
documentary films, astronomical eves and so on...Tlaseities resound success with children and
teachers alike brimming with enthusiasm and eagdedrn more about the mystery of science and
keeping to their own pace as actors rather thawctafoes, helped, if they so wish, by a team of
demonstrators.

It is worth noting that the scientific activity gmammes are also run outside the Tunis ScienceésCity
walls. Thanks to “Al Katira”, the Tunis Science Yhus, hands-on exhibitions and labs tour all adoun
Tunisia offering rich programmes to children, witle aim of making science close and accessible even
to those who are unable to get to its headquarters.

An agora for public debates

The Tunis Science City is also a place where seien@xplained and shared. It is actually a creativ
nucleus for the benefit of all, children but alstults from different social, intellectual and predeonal
categories. It runs discussion forums on issuesootemporary sciences and on matters of topical
interest. A series of conferences is held all yeand dealing with preoccupying questions such as
AIDS, avian influenza, energy issues, spatial epgtion, Global warming and so on...The objective is
not only help the large public get insight in magolvances in science and technology but also ttaése
scientific standards and allow them to particigatéhe key debates of our time. Through these asfio
the scientific spirit, which is, in its very essenopposing fixed ideas, could be enshrined wititimens
and consequently enable them to become more awaetatvity. By offering a forum where citizens,
scientists, industrialists and politicians can cameptheir points of view, the Tunis Science City is
progressively narrowing the gap between sciencesaoigty.
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A facilitator of social and professional inclusions

The Tunis Science City is actually a facilitator dcial and professional inclusions by offering
schoolchildren, students as well as teachers atd smployees training sessions relating to compute
multimedia, astronomy, physics and so on.... Thankkéodnformation Access Centre incorporated in
the Tunis Science City’s Congress Centre, newlggaes are offered training sessions in computr an
multimedia. Youth club demonstrators and elementayoolteachers receive, too, training sessions
especially in astronomy so as to be able to sesven@nitors or consultants with trainee teachers by
modelling, demonstrating good teaching practiced aonducting workshops and thus, assessing
instruction. Thanks to these training sessionspleeare given opportunities to acquire new knowéedg
and then to be better integrated professionally.

Least but not last, the Tunis Science City, inqenthip with Ministries, state institutions, cigibciety
associations in charge of youth affairs such astsm@anisation and even international associatios
networks such as that of the Universe Awarenessrriational programme, organizes events and
scientific activity programmes exclusively addresse children. These programmes offer a wide range
of fun suitable for kids of all ages, from 4 yealid to teens. The goal of such programmes is tkawa
for ever their interest in science and to help themich their knowledge in areas like mathematics,
science or astronomy, but also stimulate theirositsf and creativity as well as increase their merfce
through self-discovery and hands-on learning and,threpare them for a better social integration.

Conclusion

By making science understandable to a broad pedpde,Tunis Science City has so far played an
important role in the dialogue between science sowety. It has succeeded in offering every categor
of the population: children, adults and even tliegYy an evolutionary vision of life and the worltio
conclude, it enables citizens to get a better goesphe ideas of scales of time and space andtthba
tolerant, open-minded and ready to build the kndgdesociety of tomorrow.
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