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Letter

The output for the Master’s degree in Science
Communication at SISSA of Trieste

Donato Ramani, Nico Pitrelli

What professional future awaits those who havendttd a school in science communication? This has
become an ever more urgent question, when youdemtsie proliferation of Masters and post-graduate
courses that provide on different levels a trainfog science communicators in Europe and all over t
world. In Italy, the International School for Advaed Studies of Trieste has been for fourteen yaans

the seat for a Master’s degree in Science Commtioitdhat has graduated over 170 students. This
letter illustrates the results of a survey carriedt in order to identify the job opportunities thiegve
been offered and the role played in their careethsir Master's degree. Over 70% of the interviesvee
are now working in the field of science communaatand they told us that the Master has played an
important role in finding a job, thus highlightirthe importance of this school as a training, cutur
and professional centre.

Established in 1993, the Master’s degree in Scigb@mmunication of the International School for
Advanced Studies (SISSA-ISAS) of Trieste is a piane two-year course whose purpose is to train
scientific communicators in different fields: presadio, TV and on-line journalism, institutionahch
business communication, traditional and multi-memlialishing, museology. It is addressed to graduate
in any subjects who access the school after siingadmission exam with an average number of
applicants that in the past has ranged from 6ftbalyear. Usually 15 to 20 people are admitteth eac
year. The Master’s degree envisages a final tloes& subject in the science communication field.

Since 2002, and every two years, former students Hwd to fill in a questionnaire to gather
information on their career after taking their Ma& degree. This letter illustrates the resultshef
survey carried out in 2006 that has involved alihaf students who attended the course from itsyfaar
(academic year 1993-1994) and its twelfth yeardaoac year 2004-2005). The survey involved only
those students who obtained a Master’s degree,eahdt excluded students who had retired from the
course or those who, although they attended thHectulrse, had not obtained the degree. The total
number of students meeting this criterion who wawbsequently contacted is 175. The questionnaire
has been filled in by 165 students, equalling 94¢8%he total sample.

The questionnaire was designed on the basis ofjtlidelines offered by a research on the Italian
Master's degrees carried out by the Italian Migidor University and Scientific Research in 2004.
Thanks to it, it has been possible to analyse ohe played by this Master’s degree in the subsequen
career of its students, the professional fieldsitkerviewees are working in and their opinion meljjag
the training the degree provided to them.

Tasks in the field of science communication by stughts and former students

The questionnaire has analysed the activity infiblel of science communication the students or
former students have performed and the workingsatfegy have been employed in. On this subject, the
question asked was:

«Have you carried out any science communicatiok imshe past 12 months?»
The possible answers were the following:
L] As a job (full time, part-time, occasional ones)
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[] As an extra-job activity, hobby, etc.
[] No tasks
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Graph 1. The interviewees’ working activity in the field etience communication. 126 people out of
175, equalling 72%, said that they perform scisawemunication tasks “as a job”.

Those who answered “as a job” (126 out of 175) was® asked how often they have performed
science communication tasks in the past twelve hsont
The possible answers were the following:

] as amain job
O] regularly, but not as a main job
L] occasionally
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Graph 2. Frequency of the working activity in science comipation performed by students or former
students of the Master’s degree (percentages di®Etudents).

Working areas
To identify the range of the activities in the @iebf science communication performed by the
interviewees, the following question was asked:
«What science communication areas does your jaiive?»
The possible answers were the following:
[] Journals
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Multi-media (CD-ROMs, websites, etc.)
Publishing

Management of courses, workshops and events
Museums

Research in science communication
Institutional communication

Radio and television

Interviewees could select more than one field. 82shows the percentages for the answers given by
the interviewees who said they perform science comcation tasks as their main job.
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Graph 3. Employment percentage in the various sectors fosdtperforming science communication
tasks as a main job.

Has the Master's degree been helpful?
Furthermore, the questionnaire asked for an assegsvfithe Master’s degree and its usefulness, also
as regards the chance to find a job. The questiens the following:

«To what extent has the Master helped you in fongiwur present job®the reference is to the job you
carry out as your main activity)»

The possible answers were the following:

It was crucial

It contributed to a great extent

It contributed to a some extent only
It did not have any relevance

No answer
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Crucial Relavant Marginal Not relevant No answer

Graph 4. Role played by the Master's degree in finding a.jdlhis question only regards the
interviewees who said they carry out science conication tasks “as their job”.

«Do you think that taking or having taken the Masi&s turned out to be useful...»
The students could select one or more answersstgjtiestion.

selection #
As a cultural enrichment 147
For the contacts it provides 129
For one’s professional training 114
For the job opportunities it offers 54
/As an academic qualification 36
To progress in your career 5
In economic terms, for your earnings 3
)As a human experience 2
It is not useful 0

Table 1.Usefulness of the Master according to the intereiesv

Translated by Massimo Caregnato

Notes

! Ministero dell'lstruzione, dell’'Universita e delRicerca - Comitato nazionale per la valutaziorlesitema universitario,
Indagine nazionale sui Master universitari .Il roadlelle universita nella formazione professionadstdauream ottobre 2004.



