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Submission guidelines

Articles may be submitted to JCOM for publication at any time. Any science communication - related 
topic is acceptable.

Papers must be submitted via the Internet from the link “to submit”.

Files  should  be  submitted  in  open-source  formats.  Microsoft  Word  or  Rich  Text  Format  are  also 
accepted. Zipped archives containing many files are preferred. Submitted articles will not be returned.  
Authors should retain an original copy. Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent by e-mail.

All articles will be reviewed by the editors and at least two referees. The decision of the editors and the 
referees’ reviews will be returned by e-mail.

Language

Authors can write in their mother tongue. Title and abstract should also be written in English. The whole 
article will both be published in the language used by the author and in English.

Length

Maximum length: 7500-words plus a 150-words abstract.
Papers should include a short biography of the author(s), not longer than 80 words.
Articles  should include keywords  (from a minimum of one to a  maximum of three),  describing the 
subject of the paper.
Papers exceeding the maximum length will be automatically returned to the authors for revision.

Font

Submit files in Times New Roman, 12 pt. 
Please do not insert running headings. When not necessary, avoid bold-face, capitalization, etc.
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Paper structure

• Title of the paper: centered at the top of the first page.

• Name of the author(s): align left, under the title.

• Abstract:  the abstract should provide the context or background for the study and should state the  
purpose,  basic  methodology  and  procedures,  main  results  and  principal  conclusions.  It  should 
emphasize new and important aspects of the study or observations. It should not exceed 150-words.

• Keywords: identify 1-3 keywords that capture the main topics of the paper.

• Text:  preferably the paper should be divided into the following sections with headings: Context, 
Objective, Methods, Results, and Conclusions.

• Notes and References:  all references should be placed at the end of the text. Only numbered text 
notes  will  be  accepted  (a  source  must  be  referred  to  in  the  text  by  an  apex),  and  no  separate 
bibliography should be included. 

- i.e. “The decision was at first left with the scientific community.² Everyone agreed …”

References must include complete information: author(s), article or book title, name of journal or 
book, date/year, page numbers for articles or a section of a book, complete names for institutions 
and organizations rather  than  abbreviations  or  acronyms.  If  the source  is  a  book or  conference 
proceedings, place of publication and publisher are required. If more than three authors, give the first 
three authors followed by et al.:

- i.e. G. Rossi, “Studio di un caso”. In: A. Verdi et al. (eds), Analisi dell’opinione pubblica, Einaudi, Milano, 1987.
- i.e. P. Greco, “Towards a Mediterranean model of science communication”, Jcom, 3(3), 2004. Retrieved Dec 6, 
   2005; available at: <http://jcom.sissa.it/focus/foc030303.pdf>

• Author’s biography: it should include the author affiliation and contact information. It should be no 
longer than 80 words.

• Figures and tables: all figures and tables need to be referred to at the appropriate points in the text. 
Capitalize all references to tables and figures (i.e., “...number of users is greater as shown in Figure 
1”, or “See Table 2 below”).  Use only standard abbreviations and units. A heading and a short,  
explanatory footnote must accompany each illustration.


